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India reiterates call for a
‘sovereign Palestine state’

New Delhi’s long-standing and consistent” policy on Palestinian state remains unchanged, says

MEA:; Operation Ajay begins; Air India flight expected to bring 230 Indians from Israel today

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia reiterated its call

for the creation of a

sovereign Palestinian
state on Thursday, with the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) saying that there
was an “obligation” to
uphold humanitarian prin-
ciples.

Operation Ajay, India’s
mission to rescue its citi-
zens from conflict-hit Is-
rael, began on Thursday
evening, with an Air India
flight reaching Israel to
evacuate 230 Indians.

According to a PTI re-
port, the flight is expected
to return to the national
capital around 5 a.m. on

Friday.
MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said at his

weekly press briefing that
India is in close contact

RESLLRRY |

Dark times: Smoke billowing from buildings in Gaza City during

[. | S

the Israeli air strikes on Thursday. aFp

with “relevant stakehol-
ders” on the fast unfolding
situation.

“India always advocated
the resumption of direct
negotiations towards esta-
blishing a sovereign, inde-
pendent and viable state of
Palestine, living within se-

cure and recognised bor-
ders, side by side at peace
with Israel,” Mr. Bagchi
said, emphasising that In-
dia’s position on Palestine
has been “long-standing
and consistent” and that
there has been no change
in that policy.

Israel prepares
for a possible
ground assault

JERUSALEM
Israel, which is continuing its
airstrikes on Gaza, said it was
preparing for a possible ground
invasion. Fleeing Palestinians
have taken refuge in U.N.-run
schools. The war, which was
ignited by a bloody Hamas
attack into Israel, has already
claimed at least 2,400 lives on
both sides. » WORLD PAGE

Earlier in the day, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar held a round of
meetings with Ministry of-
ficials to take stock of the
situation.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
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India calls for ‘sovereign
Palestine state’

hir. Bagrhi added that there are arcund 18,0040 In-
dians in lsrael right now, with aboat a dozen in the
West Bank, and at least four in the Gaza Strip that
iz being bombed by lsrael.

“This is a dymamic situation. It is evolving. |
would request Indians in Israel, please do register
with the Embassy of India if yvou have not regis-
tered fill nowe. We will have more flights depend-
ing on the demamnd,” Mr. Bagchi said, mdicating
that the Union government is keeping “all op-
ticns" on the table and will press more aircrafi in-
to service for the operation if needed.

Ome Indian, a caregiver from Eerala, was in-
jured in the attack by Hamas last Saturday, Mr.
Bagchi said, adding that the person is currently
undergoing treatment. “There has been no Indian
casualty,” he said.

‘It*s & terrorist attack”

hr. Bagchi categorically stated that India consid-
ers last Saturday's strike against lsrael a “terrorist
attack”. Prime Minister Marendra Modi had con-
demned terrorism and expressed solidarity with
the lsraeli people following the attack by Hamas
on Saturday.

The official spokesperson sakd that there was a
“universal obligation™ to observe humanitarian
law, bt also emphasised the requirement to fight

However, Mr. Bagchi did not give a clear answer
to a journalist's question on whether India consid-
ers Hamas a terror organisation. Saying that such
a determination was the responsibility of other
departments, the MEA spokesperson said, “Our
focus is o help our citizens.”

His comments were the first set of detailed re-
marks from the MEA about the situation in West
Asia, since Saturday’s air, land and sea attack on
Israel and its retaliatory air attack on the Gaza
Strip.
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Should the 50 % legal ceiling on reservation be reconsidered?

| PARLEY |

n{ctober 2, the Bhar government
released the data of its caste survey.
The data showed that the Other
Backward Cluses (OBCs), Scheduled
Casbes (305} and Scheduled Tribes (5Ts) together
account for about B4% of the popubtion. This
has reopened the debate on whether the 5065
legal ceiling an custe-tased reservation showld
be remeves]. Kaliiyarasan A. amd Alok Praeanna
ﬂunmﬂ\niqu:inunma conversation
moderated by Pon Vasanth BA.. Excerpis:

Do you think the initial fidings of the Bihar
casie survey has necessitated the

of the ceiling of 50r% on
reservation set by the Supreme Court in the
Indra Sawhmey case in 19927

Kalaiyarasan A The breaching of the S0
ceiling looks like an inevitable historical process.
Blany political scientists and sociclogises view
the 50% ceiling as arbitrary becanse the
jadiciary did not heve numbers to back that cap.
Far all practical purposes, some States have
already breached this. Tamil Madu provides G9%.
reservation through a 1994 kw, which it has
protected from judical review by getting it
placed under the Ninth Schedule of the
Constitution. Mare so, the [10%] reservation for
the Economically Weaker Sections [EWS]
browght in by the Central government [in 2009],
has, in a way, already breached the 500% ceiling.

Alok Prasanma: The 50¢% ceiling came out of
nwhiere; basically, in one judgment (MR
Baiji, 1962, the court said maybe ihere has o
be some limit. Then, in T. Devadasen, i
extended the Emit to government jobs as well
st sade] that it i mot want to take away
equality of oppartunity. guaramesd under the
Constitution. Later, in the N_M. Thomas case
{1978}, the judidary had a rethink. The Supreme
Court found the 506% Joeiling] unreasoned and
pushed back against it. States such as Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu thought that they could provide
more reservation. However, the bigger push
back came in the Mandal case [Tndre Sovdfimey]
where the judiciary esentially elevated the
principle [30% Emit | almaost to a stabos of a
fundamental right. Even in the EWS judgement,
wiiich has huge problems of its own, the
Supreme Court said it may be okay with 10% for
EWE, bunt that shouldn's mean that it iz akay o
o bevand 50r% for caste-based reservation. The
Jadiciary is, however, not able to defend thisina
principled wary. Cine big Stabe, such a5 Bihar, fos
b takee thee Bead and dare the Court with the
information it has and a lifigation strategy. Are
we willing toagk the Court t reconsider its
judgment in the Indra Sawhney case? This i not
difficult ar imposdble per se. But the political
et has bo be right.

Stalf collioct infrmatica from residants for tha Bshar caste suney, in Patnaen

Bihar has only released the caste-wise count
ofits population, ot the socio-economic
data yet. There have been debates about the
extent of backwandness of castes within the
Dﬂ-[lfhdﬁm:lm.']bemhm!beﬂdenlmb
From a few

ee

Just by serting a harrier and saving thar
evervhady who s below s o SERC may have
lesd ws v thits position. where certain castes
have acnually raken the bigchunk [of the
benefits of reservation . Therefoee,
subvcategorkarion is necessary.

ALK PRASANNA

reservation]. Therefore, sub-categorisation &
mecessary, but it can only happen when there is
some serions concepisl jursprodential
rethinking of who belongs o a social and
educationally hackwand class.

Cn-glm]nderwﬁudhhnrdledlh

AP; There is validity in that criticism, buf it i
also mot something bo say to not do something
[caste-based survey]. The reasan i, fhese
identities are there. It's just that the
alministrative state is not officially reconding
them. Bust [ feed that there is something missing
in the dizcourss an reseration. There are two
Larger forces at play. One is the privatisation of
the state. The state is outsourcing a lot of s
work io private entities, which are not
particularty going to be bound by obligitions
relating to caste or reservation. We are alo
seeing contractualisation of labour. Twa, a lot of
States hove just stopped Glling vacant posts. We
are essentially iighting over jobs which don't
exist any more. The problem, perhaps, with this
hmwnnnuerwhnnurhnimbem
rensdered irmelevant in some ways. We are
hLmrgpenmtagsn&mnﬂmmMu

logan of “jitni abed? wma hog (repr
mﬂ.ﬂ.ngbnllrpupl.lhdm"h.“m:nﬂ
census bead to individual caste groups
demldﬁqmmemm

What will be

ﬂemﬂwﬂmwmlh:mhn

KAz OBC is an administrative category and not a
caste citegary. There are heterogenoes castes
prouped under what we call OBCs. Thereisa
rizk of the baded and locally dominant
coemememities taking more advantage. So,
sub-categorisation of communities which do nat
hanve enaugh representation will become
necessary. Bihar has the Extreme Backward
Classes category and Tamil Nadu, the Most
Backward Classes categary. The process of
sub-categorisation will be inevitable not just for
political reasons, bt for reasons of right to

representation and for addressing
backwardness.

APt In the 15805 in Kamatala, the
Venkataswamy Commission’s report cassed a
buge controversy because the Voldaligaes and
Linginyats were found io be much better off than
must other backward Gustes. In the present
context, in the jashr Laomenrae Pard case
Iwheere reservation for the: Marathas was strsck
dawn], the Supreme Couwrt said Marathos ane ax
well off as any other “upper” castes.

This leads 15 o a conceptial problem. Unlike
S5 and 5Ts, there is no dear way of defining the
OBCs, The Constitution says OBCs are “socially
and economically backward chsses (SERC=)".
Whe are saving let's look atdata, But the data are
eefal when you have some idea of what you're
Inaking for. For instance, if the number of
povernment jobs is a factor, a ket of “advanced
OBCs™ will not be eligible for reservaton. Just by
setting a barrier and saving that everybody who
i below ix 2 SEBC may have led us o this
pusition,, where certain castes howe actually
taken the big chumk [of the benefits of

Ijeimpilnﬁmnl:.rjdenmdl?

AP The BJP government in Karnataka, just
efore the [2023 Assembly] edections, iried to do
a sub-categarisation within the SCs. There was
such a strong political reaction to i that the
‘most well off” among the SC communities, whao
had started to support the BIP, adtacked B.E.
Vedivurappa's house. Sub-categorisation is a
aero-sum game. The BJF thought it would get the |
leszs well off SCs an its side. However, it ended up|
losing the support of the: “better of 805,

Also, if there is sub-caegorisation, it will alse
open up the question of whether come castes
should even be on the list. B could get subsumed
ina political fug of war and may not necesarily
lesad #o Ehe most optimal sodution in the oonbext
of ensuring representation.

KAz I'm not sure Mr. Gancdhi used it in the sense
of essentially translating it info reservation
according o the population. The question he i
raising is that there is some kind of group-hased
deprivation. The skogan does not mean dividing
castes at a granular level, but grouping together
sets of castes which are smilarly positioned, w
make a group-based representation or policy
response to address the deprivation. Obsiously,
there i a risk that political parties or caste
groups will tale the slogan o mean spedfic
caste based mobilisation. We need to remember
that cste is always divisive. Whether addressing
roup-hased deprivation will lead to caste-booesd
mobilisation is symething we need bo be mindfil
of. But it need not that wary. We can
simultanesusly adkdress ciste-based deprivation
while stopping caste-based mobilisation.

Some are concerned that a cste census will
bl to Further accentuation of caste
identities and a fragmented polity.

ing. The discourse chould be what is
the size of pie that you're going to @stribuate.

KAz (Casites are a reality. Counting does not
necessarily lead 1o strengthening of that reality.
People, political parties, or individuals with
vesbed interests may exploit this. However, that
shoulkd not stop us from accounting the existing
rr_alll:lu_ A caste cenar Inslul:umeu]mlgmﬂu

15 padgn or a kind of
palitical ‘mabilisatiar whick cumters ar tames
indlivichal caste mobilisation.

With the demand for a caste census, will the
Dpposition parties be able to disturb what
the BJP has achieved electorally, ie.,
consolidating Hindu votes scros caste lines?

Kz | see this moment a Mandal 20, The
present sifuation, in the shorer nun, woukl
push the BJP inbo a defensive mode, which is
already happening. In the longer run, the BJF
may acljust b this new reality. Caste mebilisition

without any sodal or broad-bused
anti-custe mobilisation can lead to upgrading of
status in the hierarchy of the Sanskrtsation
prooess, which may help the BJP. A great
example is LLE., where Mandal 1.0 pushed back
the: BJP. Bust the caste mobilization that followed
il mot acldress the anti-caste sentiment or other
broad-based problems. As a result, BJF
muhilised the left-out communities.

Casbe by design is divisive. You need some
kind of a ghee to put castes together. The
question is whether that ghie is Hindutva ithat
preserves caste ar the Bahujan identity or the
Dl:vdunnrmkmﬂuFrJMmd

which caste i iti
arxd bring these communities together o
provide a meaningfisl representation.
O[R,A0,
i lspan 02 thia Pull in oicw
Sews thi cod oF go o the Bak
[= s iU 00
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Tamil author Sivasankari
conferred Saraswati Samman

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Tamil writer Sivasankari
was on Thursday present-
ed with the ‘Saraswati
Samman' 2022 for her
book of memoirs Surya
Vamsam.

The award, instituted by
the K.K. Birla Foundation,
was presented to her by
former Union Minister M.
Veerappa Moily. It carries a
citation, a plaque, and
prize money of T15 lakh.

Surya Vamsam is a book
of memoirs in two vol-
umes. These two volumes
together present not only
the evolution of an inno-
cent child into an ac-
claimed author but also
unfold the transformation
society has undergone in
these seven decades, the
award citation said.

Ms. Sivasankari, born in
1942, has a literary career
spanning over five de-
cades. She has authored 36

Farmes Union Minister Veerappa Moily presenting the award to
suthor Sivasankari in New Dethi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

novels, 48 novelettes, 150
short stories, five trave-
logues, seven collection of
essays and three biogra-
phies. Her greatest contri-
bution to Indian literature
is her four-volume Knit In-
dia Through Literature, a
compendium of Indian
literature.

“I have been a writer for
56 years. Many have asked
me what is good literature.
Good literature is someth-
ing that transcends the bar-
riers of time and creates an

impact on the reader and
inspires them to think con-
structively. It [literature] is
like a mirror. We correct
the flaws which it shows
us,” Ms. Sivasankari said
accepting the award.

On the book Surya Vam-
sam, she said: “The book is
my autobiography. It starts
at one-and-a-half years and
ends at 78 years. [ have
been very honest. 1 have
not lied anywhere nor have
I exaggerated any charac-
ter or incident.”
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India ranks 111 out
of 125 countries in
Global Hunger Index

HEW DELHI

Imiilia ranks 111 out of a total
of 125 countries in the Glo-
bal Hunger Index (GHI)
20X, with ils progress
against hunger nearly halt-
ed since 2015, reflecting a
glohal trend. The Union go-
vernment, thowgh, con-
tested India’s performance
for the third year in a row,
citing flawed methodology.

Afghanistan, Haiti and
12} sub-Sgharan countries
performed worse than In-
dia on the GHI.

India’s ranking is based
on a Global Hunger Index
score of 28.7 on a 100-point
scale where O is the best
soore (no hunger) and 1040
is the worst. This categoris-
es India‘s severity of hun-
ger as “serious”. The GHI
sionre is based on a formula
which combines four indi-
cators that together cap-
ture the mult-dimensional
nature of humger, mcluding
under-nourishment, child
siunting, child wasting,
and child mortality.

The Ministry of Women
and Child Development yet
apain questioned the GHI
and called it a “flawed
measure of hunger that
doesn’t reflect India’s true
position”.

Indias ranking is based an a
Global Hunger Indes score of
8.7 an & 100-paint wcale.

It said that data record-
ed an its Poshan Tracker
portal showed child wast-
ing prevalence of 7.2%
among a total of T.24 crore
under-five-year-olds whose
data was capiured, whe-
reds the GHI used a value
of 18.7% for child wasting.
The latter, however, comes
from the Mational Family
Health Survey 5, which is
reported in the global re-
posibory, set up to ensure
harmonised child nutrition
estimates.

“The GHI uses the same
data sources for all coun-
mries to calculate the res-
PECIiVE COUNITY SOOMes.
This ensures that all the
rates wsed have been pro-
duced wsing comparable
methodologies,” Miriam
Wiemers, senior policy ad-
visor at the GHI, said in an
email response.
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NGT pulls up States, Centre
for failing to clean up rivers

It issues notices to Chief Secretaries of all States and Secretary of Jal Shakti Ministry for not

complying with its 2021 order to clean polluted stretches: next hearing on December 13

o —

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

he National Green
T Tribunal (NGT) has

ordered  issuing
notices to Chief Secretaries
of all States and the Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti (Mo)S), pointing out
that its 2021 order on
cleaning polluted river
stretches has not been im-
plemented till now.

In the 2021 order, the
green court directed that
all States and Union Terrio-
tories may address gaps in
the generation and treat-
ment of sewage or ef
fluents by ensuring the set-
ting up of the requisite
number of functional ef-
fluent treatment plants
(ETPs), common effluent
treatment plants (CETPs)
and sewage treatment
plants (STPs), as directed
by the Supreme Court.

Steps for rejuvenation
The order had ako said
that the MaJS may devise
an appropriate mechanism
for more effective monitor-
ing of steps for control of
pollution and rejuvenation
of all polluted river stretch-
es in the country.

“Chief Secretaries of all
States/UTs and PCBs (Pol-
lution Control Boards)/
PCCs  (Pollution Control

Choking lifeline: A woman praying on the banks of the polluted
Yamuna in New Dethi. aFp

Committees) must work in
mission mode for strict
compliance of timelines,”
the order had mentioned
among others.

In an order dated Octob-
er 9, 2023, the NGT said:
“The material pointed out
by the applicants indicate
that the order of the tribu-
nal has not been imple-
mented by all the States in
true letter and spirit till
now. Hence, we issue not-
ice to Chief Secretaries of
all the States and Secre-
tary, MoJS, with the direc-
tion to submit the report in
respect of compliance of
above order of the
tribunal.”

The green court was
hearing an execution appli-
cation by petitioners seek-

ing implementation of the
earlier order of the NGT.

The applicants pointed
out that different States in-
cluding Assam, Bihar and
Tripura are not treating all
the sewage generated. The
applicants said that Assam
does not have the facility to
treat 437.23 MLD (million
litres per day) of sewage
generated. “He (appli-
cants) has also referred to
the minutes related to
Tripura and has submitted
that out of total sewage
generation of 82.4 MLD,
sewage treatment capacity
exists only for 8.72 MLD.
Thus, there's a huge gap of
73.68 MLD in sewage treat-
ment,” the order said.

The matter is now listed
for December 13.

Panel told to
submit report
on Ramakkal
Lake pollution

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of a report about wa-
ter pollution in Ramakkal
Lake in Dharmapuri dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) has formed a joint
committee to look into the
matter.

“The view expressed in
the news item is that Ra-
makkal Lake is the most
prosperous lake in the dis-
trict but the water is ex-
tremely polluted with sew-
age water draining into the
lake," an NGT order dated
October 9 read.

The green tribunal said
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board had informed it
that the filtration unit in-
stalled at the lake was not
working, and this had led
to an increase in poliution.

The joint committee has
been directed to visit the
site, ascertain the status of
pollution, and submit an
action taken report before
the next date of hearing.
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‘Project Nilgiri Tahr’ launched
by T.N. to protect State animal

Nilgiri Tahr, an endangered species endemic to the Western Ghats, is known for gravity-defving

skills: There are references to it in Sangam Tamil literature. The project has an outlay of 25 crore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hief Minister M.K.
C Stalin on Thursday

launched ‘Project
Nilgiri Tahr’ to promote
the conservation of Tamil
Nadu's State animal. He al
so distributed books to
school students to create
awareness about the Nilgiri
Tahr.

The project, with an
outlay of ¥25 crore, aims to
facilitate a better under-
standing of the Nilgiri Tahr
population, their distribu-
tion and ecology. Reintro-
ducing the animals to their
historic habitats, address-
ing proximate threats to
them, increasing public
awareness on the species,
and developing eco-touw-
rism at select sites are
among the other aims.

“Bi-annual synchro-
nised surveys across va-
rious divisions, tranquilli-
sation, collaring and
monitoring of Tahr indivi
duals, re-introduction and
monitoring of the Nilgiri
Tahr, diagnosis and treat-

Chief Minister MK Stalin lsunching ‘Project Nilgiri Tahr” at the Secretariat in Chennai on Thursday.

ment for affected indivi-
duals, field gear and train-
ing support to staff and
Shola grassland restoration
in Upper Bhavani are
among the  activities
planned in the project
which has a budget outlay
of ¥25 crore,” an official
press release said.

A project office has been
set up by the Forest De-
partment in Coimbatore. A
full-time Project Director,
and a Senior Scientist as-
sisted by four Senior Re-
search Fellows have also

been appointed.

The Nilgiri Tahr is an en-
dangered species endemic
to the Western Ghats,
known for its “gravity-defy-
ing skills” in climbing steep
diffs. There are multiple
references to the Nilgiri
Tahr in Sangam Tamil liter-
ature. Two epics — Silap-
pathikaram and Shvakasin-
damani - have
descriptions of the Nilgiri
Tahr and its habitat.

“Moreover, in books
such as Natrinai, Ainguru-
nooru, Paripadal, Pathi-

truppathu and Patinapalai
from Pathinen Melkanakku
Noolgal, the Nilgiri Tahr is
mentioned,” the press re-
lease said. Minister for For-
ests M. Mathiventhan,
Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena, Secretary of Envi-
ronment, Climate Change
and Forests Department
Supriya Sahu, Principal
Chief Conservator of For-
ests and Chief Wildlife War-
den Srinivas R. Reddy and
senior officials were pre-
sent during the event at the
Secretariat.
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